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A M e d i t a t i o n Atraveler in the Swiss Alps tells of one glorious

autumn day when he stood upon amountain height
and saw one of the grandest views on earth out-spread
before h im. A f te r en joy ing a few moments o f such
breathless wonder, two women came toi l ing up the
trail and, staring listlessly around, asked him, “We
have read that there is aview up here, where is it?”

“There was no use telling them,” the traveler said,
“That it was spread out there before them.” They were
thinking only at second hand of something that the
tour is t gu idebook had s tar red. They were conven¬
tional believers in something that somebody else had
seen, but their eyes were blind.

How deeply revealing of one’s imier nature the
test of vision is! Rebecca McCann has apoem, one
v e r s e o f w h i c h i s a s f o l l o w s :

Looking Upon Life
With New Eyes

Max Mer r i t t Mor r i son

Too often our Christianity is adry-as-dust affair.
It is nothing more to us than an inheritance of belief
handed down to us; or aset of opinions which we
have superficially argued ourselves into; or an occa¬
sional observance of v/orship or ritual which we have
i n h e r i t e d .

For most of us, our religion is nothing that thrills
us very much or vitally affects our characters and gQ||. ( jarkness hid all day-time’s scars;
our careers. But if religion can bring one the impetus i h e l d s o m e w a t e r t o t h e l i g h t ,
and inspiration which its great devotees say it can. A n d d r a n k a d i p p e r - f u l l o f s t a r s . ”
then we should be interested in learning the secret. That tells something about the darkness of the

Nowhere in the New Testament is that secret more night, with the sky so clear that when one lifted the
clearly suggested than in the words which John’s dipper todrink he could seethe stars reflected in the
Gospel puts upon the lips of the blind man whom water. But how much moreit tells us about Rebecca
Jesus healed. “One thing Iknow, that, whereas IMcCann,
was blind, now Isee.” M o s t p e o p l e w o u l d h a v e d r u n k j u s t a d i p p e r f u l l

If you do not believe in miracles, Ido not wish to of cool, refreshing water. She “drank adipper-full
start your mind off down aby-path by discussing the of stars.” She was alive to the beauty of nature be-
literalness of the incident here recorded. The literal- cause there was beauty within her mind and soul,
ness of this miracle was the last thing, Isuspect, which There is adeep sense inw h i c h t h e w o r l d w e s e e
John himself was interestedin when he put this narra- about us is areflection oft h e w o r l d w e c u l t i v a t e
tive in his book. w i t h i n o u r s e l v e s . I n b o a s t i n g o f e q u a l p r i v i l e g e s i n

John was an original thinker and amystic. Through- our world, some one started the old saying, “A cat
out his book he is presenting Jesus in ways as vivid may look upon aking.”
as he can. He presented Him as alife-giver, for ex- That is true, but what good does it do acat to
ample. That is what the story of the raising of Laz- look upon aking? Acat can’t see anything royal in
arus from the dead is all about. He presented Jesus aking. The average cat would leave the presence
as alight-bringer who can make men see. That is of aking in ahurry if asmelly fish wagon happened
what the story of the healing of the blind man is all to pass through the neighborhood, or amouse came
about. i n t o t h e r o o m .

The measure of acat or ahuman being is not what
he is privileged to look upon, but what he is able to
see, to appreciate, to understand. And this is deter¬
mined by the qual i ty o f the inner l i fe .

During the invasion of Italy, Napoleon was said to
h a v e s t a b l e d h i s h o r s e s b e f o r e L e o n a r d o d a V i n c i ’ s
painting of the Last Supper. The horses, however,
saw nothing but oats and hay.

That doesn’t tell athing about the famous painting,
b u t t h i n k h o w m u c h i t t e l l s a b o u t t h e h o r s e s ! T h e r e
was nothing in the inner hfe of the horses that re¬
sponded to the painting.

And doesn’t it tell alot about Napoleon? He was
the kind of man who could stable horses in such a
place, cutting ahole in the painting to lead the horses
in and out. He was so strangely insensitive to beauty
and joy and love that his boyhood tutor said of him:
“That boy has atornado in h is hear t . ” Wi th astorm
inside of him, he saw and created only tempests in the

In the first place, there is no deeper way of de- world in which he lived. His inner life was ahell,
scribing aprofound transformation of character than and created ahell in the world,
to say: “I was blind about life, but now Isee.” Wher-. How true it is that the world is amirror, reflecting
ever tha.t happens to aperson areal change has taken back to us what we are within—revealing our character

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 5 )

Whatever, therefore, may have been in John’s mind
regaiding the literalness of the story, Iam sure it
was the spiritual meaning at which he was driving.

He tells us afascinating story about ablind man
who at last can see and who on that point stands his
ground against all doubters. When the man’s parents
wil l not back him up for fear of the consequences,
when the religious leaders of his people argue with
him, cajole him, threaten him, he digs his heels in
and will not budge on the main issue.

“Jesus may be this or that,” he says, “And your
opinions may be thus or so; but one thing Iknow, that,
whereas Iwas b l ind , now Isee. ”

In any realm such an experience is not conventional
or formal, it is convincing and real; and at the heart
of it are the two words that have bound up in them
as much of human destiny as any two in the vocabu¬
lary: “I see.”

place. What we see or do not see in life is the test
of our character, for every man reveals himself
through his own eyes.

Dr. Morrison is minister of Westminster Presbyterian
Churcl i , Pasadena, Cal i fornia.
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Examine any rural state and see the changes. Here is the
story on Illinois, hut it might he yours. The rural business¬
man (farmer) can be concerned about other things besides
his lowering income. He might well ask:

Small Town Churches —Have They aFuture?
B E T T Y W E S T R O M

s t a f f W r i t e r i n t h e D i v i s i o n o f A m e r i c a n M i s s i o n s
N a t i o n a l L u t h e r a n C o u n c i l

A MERICA, despite the pull of population toward
the big cities, is stiU aland of small towns.
In 1950, the cities of more than 25,000 ac¬

counted for only 41 per cent of the nation’s population.
The remaining 59 per cent lived in the countryside
and in the small villages and towns.

B u s i n e s s t a k e s n o t e o f t h i s f a c t . I t s e e s t h a t t h e

millions of people who live in the small places form
apotent ia l for them, both as workers and as con¬
s u m e r s . I t b e l i e v e s i n t h e f u t u r e o f r u r a l A m e r i c a .

B u t w h a t o f t h e C h u r c h ? D o e s t h e L u t h e r a n

Church, traditionally strongest in the rural areas, act
as though it believed in the future of those areas? Is
the Church investing in the country towns, erecting
buildings, planning up-to-date programs? Or has the
Lutheran Church wr i t ten o f f i t s count ry congrega¬
tions, shrugging off their importance?

Taking its cue from business and industry, the Lu¬
t h e r a n C h u r c h s h o u l d :

1) Recognize the opportunities in rural America.
2) See these towns as they are, realistically apprais¬

ing them.
3) Use today’s methods to serve the people in these

changing rura l communi t ies.
Illinois may be used as an example of astate where

the church should re-examine its rural responsibil i ty.
Most people tend to think of Illinois in terms of Carl
Sandburg’s “city of the big shoulders,” Chicago. Like
the boy with the broadest Shoulders and the loudest
voice, the giant city almost demands recognition. But
Chicago is not Illinois.

W h a t d o t h e s t a t i s t i c s s h o w a b o u t t h e L u t h e r a n
Church in rural' Illinois? In 1950 there were 482,256
Lutherans in astate with apopulation of 8,712,176.
The Lutheran Church is not represented at all in 1,256
incorporated places. Illinois’ 996 Lutheran congrega¬
tions are concentrated in just 457 places.

Figures reveal avast number of imchurched in the
state —55 per cent of the tota l populat ion. Of the
church members, 12 per cent are Lutheran. As the
lai 'gest Protestant church in the state, the Lutheran
Church’s responsibility for the unchurched is apparent.

B u t c h u r c h m e i a t e n d t o c o n c e n t r a t e t h e i r a t t e n t i o n
on Chicago and its suburbs. Mission plans are made
with an eye to the metropolitan area. The urban
c h a r a c t e r o f L u t h e r a n h o m e m i s s i o n w o r k i n I l l i n o i s
may be seen in aquick look at the records of National
Lutheran Council bodies for the last ten years.

Of the 24 home mission congregations, 20 were
started in cities or in such suburbs as Park Forest,

G len E l l yn and Pa la t i ne . The o the r f ou r we re a l l
started in towns within commuting distance of the
ci t ies. This, in astate where 21 county seat towns
are w i thou t aLu theran ch i r rch ! I l l i no is has 25 per
cent of its people living in towns below 1,000 or in
the open coimtry, but only 17 per cent of the Lu¬
therans live in these places. None of the new missions
w a s s t a r t e d i n t o w n s o f t h i s s i z e .

This mission pol icy has acertain logic, when the
rather stable population of country towns is contrasted
with the breathless pace of population growth in city
and suburb. Are there not large opportunities for
the church among the urban millions?

If the t rend should cont inue, however, the con¬
centration on ui’ban work may prove to be short¬
sighted. This is true for three reasons:

1) The people now in the smaller places need good
churches, even though they are l iv ing in shr ink ing
c o m i n i m i t i e s .

2) There are good prospects for future growth in
t h e r u r a l t o w n s . T h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e a r e w o r k e r s
punching atime clock in anew plant half-way be¬
tween Sycamore and Dekalb is significant. It means
that industry is being decentralized. Metal works,
oil refineries and seed-processing plants are learning
the art of country living.

3) I t i s impor tant tha t rura l ch i ld ren who leave
the home town to go to the city have aproper back¬
ground of religious training to go with them. To alarge
extent city churches are composed of people whose
c o n fi r m a t i o n c e r t i fi c a t e s b e a r t h e n a m e s o f c h u r c h e s
in the rural areas. Thus the quality of rural churches
of today has adirect influence on city churches of
tomorrow. City and suburban churches may appear
to be the beneficiaries in today’s home mission work,
but they may actually suffer eventually through the
loss of vigorous young Christians from the little towns.

We have said that, after the importance of the
r u r a l c o m m u n i t y a n d t h e r u r a l c h u r c h h a s b e e n
recognized, the Church should look realistically at
t h e s e a r e a s . J u s t a s t h e b u s i n e s s m a n s u c c e e d s b e s t
when he learns to know his market, effective church
work takes place only where the pastor /and congre¬
gat ion know thei r communi ty.

What is happening today in rural America? Or,
to get back to the specific example, what is it like in
r u r a l I l l i n o i s ?

It is possible to sit in an office in Chicago and
learn something about what is happening by studying
statistics. We learn that each year asmaller per-
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centage of people live in the country. We see that
tiny villages are shrinking in population, while some
of the larger rural trade centers are growing.

It is possible to sit in the Chicago office and play
with the figures, but you don’t even begin to get the
feel of rural Illinois until you leave Chicago far be¬
hind you, until you have watched the sun-bronzed
farmers criss-crossing the broad fields on his powerful
tractor, until you have seen his young wife stroll out
to the road to look into the mailbox. To know some¬
thing about life in the small communities, you must
stop to chat with the woman weeding in the flower¬
bed, the teen-age carhop in the roadside drive-in, the
men on the bench in the village square.

These towns ai’en’t just the figures on the statistical
sheets in the Chicago office. They’re not just the
names which you read on the water tower as you
pass through. They’re groups of people, human be¬
ings created in the image of God, living together in
a c o m m u n i t y.

In some respects rural Illinois is very much like
it has been for years. There is stll alot of space for
comfortable living in the farming towns and villages.
Lawns are large, and the noises created
by heavy industry and city transporta¬
tion are missing.

There is an easy friendliness, and
neighbors enjoy doing things together.
Country people still tend to view life
with acalm, conservative eye. You
suspect that tlieir lingering respect for
“the way things have always been done”
might prove both abane and ablessing
t o a s m a l l t o w n p a s t o r .

In other ways, however, an astonish¬
ing transformation has taken place. A
person who considers atour of rural
Illinois as apilgrimage to “the sticks” will discover
quickly that “the sticks” have passed out of existence.
Improved transportation and communication have ur¬
banized the rural areas, blurring the line which once
separated two distinct ways of life.

Rural people are driving the same style cars and
buying the same television sets as their city cousins.
Little girls are taking baton-twirling and tap-dancing
lessons, while their mothers wear city fashions and
attend golf luncheons.

The erection of super-markets out in the open coun¬
try results from parking problems which plague many
towns. Big old houses have converted into duplexes,
and village residents are being introduced to apart¬
ment l iv ing.

Many changes have resulted 'from the increased
mechanization of agriculture. Plow horses have been
replaced by tractors; clumsy wagons by fast-moving
trucks; and the old threshing rigs by labor-saving
c o m b i n e s .

Because one man can now do the work once per¬
formed by many, farms are growing larger and the
rural farm population is dwindling. Young people
who in the old days would be expected to remain on
the land are now finding employment in industrial
work in the towns and cities. Adisturbing threat to
the family farm is the growth of huge, industrialized
farms employing migratory labor.

The farmer has changed from asimple agrarian to
abusinessman. I f he finds that dai ry cows are not
agood investment, he sells them —knowing that a
dairy truck will bring milk and ice cream and cottage
c h e e s e t o h i s o w n d o o r .

These are some of the general changes taking
place in the countryside, but even acasual observer
notes that rural Illinois is not all of one piece. You
see the resort count iy along the Wisconsin border,
with towns sprouting up around the little lakes. You
view the broad stretches of flat , r ich farm land in
central Illinois, with towering grain elevators accent¬
ing the skyline. You see southern Illinois with its
poorer farm land, its oil wells and coal mures, its
peach orchards and. “southern” drav/ls and revival-
i s t i c c h u i ’ c h e s .

If aperson expects all small towns to be pretty
much alike, he is in for asiu'prise. Every vi l lage or
town has i ts own dist inct ive personal i ty. I t may be
a M e n n o n i t e v i l l a g e l i k e A r t h u r , w h e r e y o u s e e
bearded men driving horse-drawn buggies; or it may
be areso ld town l i ke Long Lake, w i th i ts souven i r
shops and zoning problems and summer visitors. There

a r e c o a l - m i n i n g t o w n s a n d f a r m i n g
villages.

There are lively towns and dying
t o w n s . T h e r e a r e t o w n s w h i c h h a v e
sprung up almost overnight, and there
a r e t o w n s w i t h C i v i l W a r m o n u m e n t s
in the v i l lage park. There are “ I r ish”
t o w n s a n d “ G e r m a n ” t o w n s a n d
“ S w e d e ” t o w n s .

SSSSSSSSSSSJiStSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSiSi-S

Anyone who proposes to
do good must not expect
people to rol l stones out
o f h i s w a y , b u t m u s t a c ¬
cept his lot calmly if they
e v e n r o l l a f e w m o r e

u p o n i t .

— A l b e r t M . S c h w e i t z e r :
O u t o f M y L i f e

a n d T h o u g h t
( H e n r y H o l t & C o . , I n c . )

No enterprising businessman would
consider setting up shop in one of these
towns without first studying its “per¬
sonality,” examining its characterstics.
Neither should achurch ignore these

factors when planning its program.
O n c e a b u s i n e s s fi r m s e e s t h a t a c e r t a i n t o w n h a s

S*S;SSSSS*SSS?S!SSSSS5S!S!i?i?S!s!S;sn!

afuture, it sets out to reach the people in that town
by the wisest business methods. First it checks its
facilities, remodelling astore-front or putting up a
new building, purchasing needed equipment, making
i t at t ract ive. I t s tudies personnel needs, to provide
an adequate working force. Then it seeks merchan¬
dising techniques which will attract the wary eye
of the customer. Convenient store hj^urs are arranged
for the shopper. The place of business may be moved
to amore accessible spot.

B u t w h a t o f t h e C h u r c h ? T o o o f t e n a s m a l l
t o w n c h u r c h i s c o n t e n t w i t h o u t m o d e d f a c i l i t i e s .
Buildings ai’e left in disrepair, no modem audio¬
visual equipment is purchased for Sunday school.

Acongregation allows its pastor to squander prec¬
ious hours of his shepherd’s time in typing or mnning
amimeograph because it hires no parish secretary.
Publicity methods designed to invite the unchurched
to worship services are ignored. The church fails to
s c h e d u l e “ e x t r a ” s e r v i c e s t o m a k e i t c o n v e n i e n t f o r
everyone to attend.

Tourng Illinois, you find notable exceptions. It
is heartening to see anumber of splendid Lutheran
churches which announce to the passerby that mem¬
bers are planning for the future. The buildings them-

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 2 )
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LWA Appeal Raises $3,083,522
Exceeds 1955 Goal by Four Per Cent

F u l fi l l m e n t

Is it true that life —even ordinary life —is limited
and imprisoned by its handicaps? The very opposite is
true. Every individual has the capacity for his own ful¬
fillment. His handicaps, his deficiencies, his frustrations
may be the very means by which he rises to creative
levels. No man is entit led to sit back and declare himself
defeated; he must weave from the circumstances of
h i s l i f e

M i rmeapo l i s , M innesota—(NLC)—Lutheran Wor ld
Action, the amiual financial appeal sponsored by the
Nat ional Lutheran Counci l for emergency act iv i t ies
at home and abroad, raised 104 per cent of its 1955
goal of $2,962,000, with receipts totaling $3,083,522.

Announcement of the successful completion of the
special campaign —the fourth cons'ecutive year that
the goal has been exceeded
Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive director of the coopera¬
tive agency, who is also director of the LWA appeal.

Dr. Emp ie repor ted the resu l t s o f the d r i ve a t
the opening session of the Council’s 38th annual meet¬
ing at the Hotel Leamington.

Seven of the eight church bodies participating in %
the Council reached or surpassed their quotas. On as
percentage basis, the Augustana Lutheran Church \
topped the contributors with $363,520 or 109 per cent |
of its quota. %

For the fourth year in arow, the United Lutheran |Church in America had the second highest percentage. |3;30 Thursday.
As the largest of the church bodies, the ULCA had the I^ i „
task of raising nearly half of last year’s goal and |Speakers: Dr. Wesley Soper, Beloit College
exceeded its quota with contributions of $1,468,470 % B e l l a , H a m m a D i v i n i t y
or 106 per cent. | t h e f a c u l t y m e m b e r s .

from his abilities, his insufficiencies, his
courage and his fears; from the strength of his joy and
the ache of his pain —the pattern and texture of
alife fulfilled. If he refuses, he and all life every¬
where will be defrauded.—A. Powell Davies, D.D.: The
Faith of an Unrepentant Liberal.

was made here by

A U U \ U U V U \ \ % \ \ \ \ U \ % \ \ \ \ U \ V \ U \ V \ t \ U V U \ V U N U U U \ V \ V \ U \ \ \ U V V \ \ U V \ \ U U U \ \ V \ \ V V U \ \ V U \ \ V V U U V \I
%P a s t o r s ’ I n s t i t u t e

Grand View Semina ry

April 10, 11, 12

I

\
\

Inst i tute opens 2p. m., Tuesday and closes at ?

%
j ;

1

IPlan to attend, and please register early.The third highest percentage was compiled by the
American Evangelical Lutheran Church with contribu¬
tions amounting to $14,910 or 104 per cent.

spiritual and physical relief in war-devastated coun¬
tries throughout the world.

The entire program of LWA and LWR, according
to Dr. Empie, has been over and above the regular
a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e v a r i o u s c h u r c h b o d i e s a n d m a r k s t h e
greatest relief effort ever undertaken by Lutheran
Churches in America or by adenomination of Ameri¬
c a n P r o t e s t a n t i s m .

This year’s LWA goal has been set at $3,172,000 and
past 17 years —from 1939 through 1955 —have reached goals of $3,250,000 for 1957 and $3,410,000 for 1958
agrand total of $43,061,951 among the 11,000 local con- being recontmended for approval during the Council’s
gregations affiliated with the NLC’s member church four-day meeting here,
groups. Dr. Empie reported.

In addition, he said, $48,236,895 in food, clothing, inter-church aid in Europe, resettlement in the U. S.
medicines and other supplies have been shipped over- and service to refugees in various parts of the world,
seas in the past ten years by Lutheran World Relief, orphaned missions, Lutheran World Relief, ministry
the material aid agency of the Council. These goods to the armed forces, Latin American missions, and
have been distributed to the needy in 28 countries cooperative work with other Protestant agencies. A

lai’ge share of the funds will be administered through
t h e L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n .

Four of our bodies raised 100 per cent of their
quotas. Tlie Evangelical Lutheran Church contributed
$595,489, the American Lutheran Church $528,995, the
Lutheran Free Church $43,935 and the United Evan¬
gelical Lutheran Church $32,404.

The Suomi Synod raised $20,388 or 93 per cent of.
its quota, wjiile undesignated gifts amounted to $14,802.

Contr ibut ions to Lutheran Wor ld Act ion over the
a r e

The funds raised in 1955 are being allocated to

a n d a r e a s .

All the funds have been used for emergency activi¬
ties at home and abroad, the major share to provide The final report of the 1955 LWA appeal follows:

C A S H
R E C E I V E D

$1,468,470.63
595,489.02
528,995.00
363,520.69
43,950.00
32,404.00
20,388.19
15,502.58
14,802.16

G O A L

$1,390,384
594,926
528,990
334,431
43,935
32,404
22,020
14,910

P E R C E N T
United Lutheran Church in America
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
American Lutheran Church 
Augustana Lutheran Church
Lutheran Free Church
United Evangelical Lutheran Church ___
Suomi Synod 
American Evangelical Lutheran Church
Undesignated

1 0 6
1 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 9
1 0 0
1 0 0

9 3
1 0 4

T O T A L S $2,962,000 $3,083,522.27 1 0 4
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Alfred Jensen

To the Congregations of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church
Dear Friends and Fellow-workers:

It is my intention by means of this message to
remind you of the unanimous decision of the synod
convention last summer whereby the Board of the
Synod, and the Board of the College and Seminaiy
were authorized to plan and initiate an ingathering
of funds in the synod for two specific purposes:

1. To add $50;000 to the Church Extension Fimd.
2. To furnish $100,000 or one-haR of the estimated

cost of erecting two new buildings on the campus
of Grand View College, namely: ascience unit
a n d a g y m n a s i u m ,
pected to be subscribed by business firms of
Des Moines following the successful completion
of the ingathering in the synod.)

The convention further decided that pledges were to
run over afive year period, with the ingathering to
take place in 1956 and actual construction, as far as
the two college units are concerned, to begin in 1957.

The actual planning and direction of this ingather¬
ing has been placed in the hands of a
s i x m a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o m m i t t e e c o n ¬
sisting of two members from each of
the two boards, the president of the
college, and the president of Grand
View College Alumni Association. This
committee has in turn asked Mr. Harry
C. Jensen, business manager of the col¬
lege to serve as the Executive Director.
He will forward to you all the infor¬
mation and requests which the admin¬
i s t r a t i v e c o m m i t t e e d i r e c t s . T h e fi r s t
su ch commun i ca t i on announc ing t he
initial steps for you to take in cooper¬
a t i o n w i t h t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o m m i t ¬
tee has already reached the local church
councils. It is my earnest request that
you carry out as quickly and as conscientiously as
possible xmder the circumstances any requested steps
to be taken according to the information you will
receive from the Execut ive Duector. May Ialso
recommend that you read carefully any information
or article appearing in the columns of LUTHERAN
TIDINGS relative to the ingathering at band.

T H E G O A L

The Church Extension Fund received asizable gift
of $8,000 last summer from the Danish Folk Society,
for which the synod has expressed its sincere grati¬
tude to th is wel l -known organizat ion. This g i f t
b o o s t e d t h e t o t a l o f t h e C h u r c h E x t e n s i o n F u n d t o
about $28,000. Part of the fund is invested at present
in the S t . Pau l ’s Evange l i ca l Lu theran Church , a t
Cedar Falls, Iowa; in St. Peter ’s Lutheran Community
Church at Hay Springs, Nebraska; and in Trinity Lu¬
theran Church, Wilbur, Washington. The Juhl Com¬
munity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Marlette, Michi¬
gan, and the St. Ansgar’s Lutheran Church, Waterloo,
Iowa, have repaid loans which helped them when they
were needed. Only home mission churches, namely,
congregations receiving aid to their operating budgets

from the Home Mission account on the synod budget,
are now eligible to obtain loans from the Church Ex¬
t e n s i o n F u n d .

The goal of $50,000 for the Church Extension Fund
as part of the Faith and Life Advance was decided
upon in order to make this fund adequate to supply
w h a t t h e H o m e M i s s i o n C o u n c i l c o n s i d e r s t o b e n e c e s ¬

sary for ^ur needs. Such home mission projects as
the relocation of Bethesda Lutheran Church, Newark,
New Jersey, and First Lutheran Church, Watsonvil le,
Ca l i fo rn ia ; the e rec t ion o f achurch fo r S t . Mark ’s
Lutheran Church, Circle Pines, Minnesota, and pos¬
sibly aChapel at the North Cedar, Iowa mission are
examples. (See Annual Report 1955, page 9-13.)

The goal of $100,000 for the purpose of erecting a
science unit and agymnasium must be supplemented
by as imi lar amount which we bel ieve wi l l be con¬
tributed by the business firms of the city of Des
M o i n e s .

(The other $100,000 is ex-

(About $55,000 was contributed by such
fi r m s i n 1 9 4 6 w h e n t h e w o m e n ’s d o r m i -
tory was built.) It is imperative, how¬
ever, if such acontribution is expected
from this source that the synod first
complete successfully its ingathering of
$100,000. It can hardly be expected that
the Des Moines bus iness conunun i ty
will want to promote the cause of our
college unless our Synod first demon¬
s t r a t e s i t s i n t e r e s t .

In this connection, let me express
sincere gratitude to our congregations
for responding whole-heartedly to the
decision in 1954 to contribute $15,000
for the improvement of facilities for the
Grand View Seminary. These improve¬
ments, including remodelled classrooms,

new library space and equipment, as well as living
quarters for Seminary students, are now completed
and in use. The support of this project indicates a
concern for measuring up to our responsibilities in
the field of Christian higher education.

The decision to provide through Faith and Life Ad¬
vance the needed ftmds by the Synod to build ascience
building and agymnasium was reached by the con¬
vention last summer after avery excellent presenta¬
tion of the tugent need for these two buildings on
the campus. The presentation was accompanied by a
description of the plans tentatively adopted by the
College and Seminary Board and can be found in the
Annual Report 1955, pages 153-154.

F A I T H A N D L I F E A D V A N C E

The administrative committee for the ingathering
of the $150,000 in the Synod chose the name of “Faith
and Life Advance” in order thereby to summarize
strikingly and appropriately the purpose the Synod
has in mind making this ingathering.

The purpose, in amaterial sense, is obviously to
gather these amounts in order to make possible the
building of houses of worship and buildings for edu-

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 2 )
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Report of Synod Board Meeting
The 1954 and 1955 synod conventions authorized

an enlarged Synod Board. Th is new and en larged
board took office January 1, 1956, and held its first
meeting January 30-31, in Des Moines.

Four of the nine board members are new, namely
the secretary, the treasurer, and two trustees. Presi¬
dent Alfred Jensen gave abrief sunmy of the duties
o f t h e m e m b e r s .

Going through the 29 pages of the ti^easurer’s 1955
report is quite an education in the workings of the
Synod, so that ,report was studied. The synod board
m e m b e r s a r e t h e t r u s t e e s f o r t h e v a r i o u s e n d o w m e n t
funds of the synod. In the case of the Grand View
College and Seminary Endowment Fund, three mem¬
b e r s o f t h e G V C a n d G V S B o a r d a r e a d d e d t o t h e
nine of the synod board, to become the board of trustees
for the largest single endowment fund of the synod.
The total sum of money invested under endowment
and trust funds of the synod amounts to ca. $325,000.
Agood deal of time is spent at each board meeting
discussing and administering these investments.

Mr. Charles Lauritzen, the retiring treasurer of the
synod, was happy to be able to report that 1955 was
the best year yet in contributions from the congrega¬
tions toward fte synod budget. This shows agrow¬
ing sense nf stewardship in the synod. Our people
are beginning to realize that quotas are not maximums.

One decision of the bogrd members was to send
letters of appreciation on behalf of the synod to the
retiring members of the board. Such aletter was sent
to Olaf R. Juhl, Minneapolis, Minn., for his fourteen
years of service to the synod—‘eight years as treasurer,
six as trustee. Also to Holger T. Rasmussen, Mar-
lette, Mich., for two years as trustee, and to Charles
Lauritzen, who has finished six years as treasurer,
but is staying on the board as atrustee.

The constitutional change made in enlarging the
board also provided for the board to organize itself
into two committees, executive and finance. The fol¬
lowing consti tute the executive committee: President
Alfred Jensen, Vice President Holger Nielsen, Sec¬
retary Wi l lard Garred, Treasurer Michael Mi l ler and
Trustee Erling V. Jensen.

The finance committee consists of the other four
trustees, namely Charles Lauritzen, August Sorensen,
Andrew J. Smith, Jr., Carl S. Fynboe and the treasurer,
M . C . M i U e r .

Another of the decisions of the last synod conven¬
t ion was that a“Counci l o f Ecumenica l Stud ies” be
appointed. The following were appointed to this Coun¬
cil for 1956-1958: Pastors Alfred Jensen, Holger Niel¬
sen, Howard Christensen, Verner Hansen, Axel Kilde-
gaard, Jens Kjaer, Enok Mortensen, Ernest Nielsen
and Ove Nielsen. The duties of this Council are,
briefly, to consider which of all the reading and study
material that is made available to us through our
memberships in the World Counci l and the National
Council of Churches, might be used by us or adapted
t o o u r u s e .

The perennial problem of vacant congregations
was discussed. Our synod can fill these vacanies, and
enter more new fields, when our homes and churches
send more young men to the seminary.

An invitation was received from the United Lu-

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S

Lutheran Hour Featured in February
C o r o n e t A r t i c l e

Afour-page feature story on The Lutheran Hour
and its world-wide operations is featured in the Feb¬
ruary, 1956, issue of CORONET, popular digest size
magazine now on the nation’s newsstands.

Entitled “The Word in 56 Languages” the major
article gives several i l lustrations from Lutheran Hour
files of people whose lives have been changed through
the Gospel messages.

Written by Ralph Bass, prominent New York
writer who uses the pen name of Mark Graham,
the s tory-g ives some ind icat ion of the t remendous
popularity which the broadcast enjoys throughout the
world. It also points up the fact that the comrseUing
service offered on the broadcast gets wide use.

The Lutheran Hour is heard on more than 1,250
rad io s ta t i ons i n a to ta l o f 64 coun t r i es and te r r i t o r i es .

Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, Lutheran Hour speaker,
who is also director of public relations for The Lu¬
theran Church-Missouri Synod, is afocal point of the
story, which describes him as “a man of great physi¬
c a l v i g o r w h i c h c o m e s o v e r t h e a i r w a v e s w i t h d r a ¬
matic effect ...and ‘he attracts the sophisticated
and the educated as well as the average listener.
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Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, r ight , speaker on Tl ie Lutheran
Hour, examines afeature stoi-y about t l ie broadca.st in
the current issue of CORONET magazine with Harry
G. Bar r, For t Smi th , Ark . , cha i rman o f The Lu theran
Hour opera t ing commi t tee . The ar t i c le , “The Word in
56 languages, ” exp la ins the wor ld -w ide scope o f the
b r o a d c a s t .

theran Church in America and the Augustana Synod
to our synod to take part in All-Lutheran Unity talks,
and in accordance with the action taken at our 1955
convention this invitation was accepted.

The next meeting of the board is scheduled for
May 31-June 1.

Willard R. Garred, Sec.
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More Thau 300 Attend “Operation India”
Event at Cedar Falls, Iowa

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G SPage 8

More than 300 persons attended the “Operation
I n d i a ” d i n n e r a t t h e B e t h l e h e m L u t h e r a n C h u r c h F e l ¬
lowship hall. The project was sponsored by the yormg
people of the church for the purpose of bringing
several students from India to Grand View College.

The guests were greeted at the door by Martha
Nielsen and Karl Sears, president and vice president
of the LYF, who were dressed in native Indian cos¬
t u m e s .

Alarge replica of the flag of India was at the back

American Evangelical Lutheran Youth Fellowship
Edi to r : Ted Tbuesen, Grand View Seminary

D e s Mo i n e s 1 6 , I o w a

You th Week Obse rvances

Waterloo, Iowa —About forty AELYFers from _ , .
Cedar Falls Cedarloo, North Cedar, FredsviUe and of the hall. The three colors in the flag include Chns-
Hampton gathered on Sunday afternoon, January 29, tian white for purity, Moslem green for fertiUty and
for avery successful youth rally. The program which Hindu orange for sacrifice. The large wheel mthe
lasted through the evening included devotional mo- center of the flag, which was made by Bethel Mor-
ments led by Rev. Holger Nielsen and Rev. Alfred gensen, represented the spinning wheel which was in-
Sorensen; apanel discussion on the topic, “Is Our troduced to India by Gandhi to enable the Indians to
Church Serving Its Youth” (The panel consisted of ado their own weaving,
boy and agirl from each LYF and was moderated by Each table was decorated with crepe paper stream-
Rev. Howard Christensen of Grand View College); aers in the three colors, and was centered with bowls
discussion led by national and district AELYF officers of fruit and nuts and authentic dolls from India. The

the supper table on “Our Plans for 1956;” amovie, costumes and decorations were loaned for the occasion
“Missionary to Walker’s Garage;” and games led by by Dr. and Mrs. L. L. Boxwell, who visited India re-
Rev. Christensen and Rev. Richard Sorensen. Free cently. Mrs. Boxwell was born in India to missionary
time was also provided when all who wished had an parents and came to this country in 1937
opportunity to discuss their college plans with Rev.
C h r i s t e n s e n . -

o v e r

The dinner was served by members of the LYF,
assisted by the women of the church. It is reported
that over $250 was obtained for “Operation India.”The young people participated inRingsted, Iowa

the morning worship on January 29. The sermon was
given by Dean Axel Klldegaard of Grand View Semi¬
nary. Dean Kildegaard also spoke at an afternoon When do we live? How guage and measure living?
meeting at which special offering was taken for These arebig questions with amazing and many corm-
“Operation India.” terfeit a n s w e r s f r o m t h e w o r l d . T h e w o r l d i s s e l d o m

right in answering. For example, there lived afamous
and famed man . . .when h is name was ment ioned,
all bowed in allegiance. He lived in pomp and power.
One of his flowery banquets to entertain one hundred
courtiers of his kingdom cost $32,000.00. The world

Hartford, Conn. —The LYF attended two all-city said, “Long live Nero the Great.” In that same country
lived aman named ... let’s see, what was his name?
. . . O h , y e s

He was in ad i r ty, d ingy dungeon . .cha ined and
Members of the LYF partici- starved. The world said when it tried Paul, “He

pated in the morning worship on January 29, and also a manmade mad by too much learning.” He is
presented aprogram for the congregation in the crazy to follow Jesus of Nazareth ...for it has gotten
evening. h i m e x c l u d e d f r o m h i s f a m i l y , e x p e l l e d f r o m h i s t r i b e

and excommunicated from his race. That, the world
said then .. .Long l ive Nero, ki l l Paul. But how
d i f f e ren t t ime has p i ’ oved i t . Ne ro? Wha t do you
know about him? The one thing the most of us think
w e k n o w a b o u t N e r o i s n o t t r u e . . . t h a t h e s a t o n
the wall and played his fiddle while Rome burned and
that is not true, for there were no fiddles then. But —
Paul? Paul , . the Chr is t ian is known and loved the

Hartford, Conn. —On February 7, the LYF served world over. Loved by Jew and Gentile. So if you have
aturkey dinner with all the trimmings. Following alittle baby boy born in your family, you ^fection-
dinner Louis Addazio showed colored slides from the ately name that little boy Paul. When that little boy
Far East and also spoke about that part of the world, becomes about three years of age, you give him alittle

Ringsted, Iowa —A“Fastelavn Party” was planned dog and you name the pup ...Nero. Who really
by the LYF for the entire congregation on February lived, Paul or Nero?
13. Barrels, cats, games and aking and queen were
a l l i n c l u d e d i n t h e f e s t i v i t i e s .

Who Really Lives ?

Alden, Minn. —The entire worship service on
January 29 was conducted by the LYF. 'Those par¬
ticipating were Marie Ericksen, Russell Sorensen and
O r v i l l e S i n o n e n .

youth rallies. Youth Sunday will be observed on
February 19. P a u l

Des Moines, Iowa

The en t i r e se r v i ceRuthton-Diamond Lake, Minn,
on January 29 was conducted by the LYF. Everett
Nielsen who is attending Drake imiversity, Des Moines,
Iowa, del ivered the sermon.

O t h e r A E L Y F D o i n ’ s

George H. Riggs,
(Fleming H. Revell Co.)
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M r s . E l l e n K n u d s c n , 1 0 3 3 S o u t h Te n t h S t r e e t , M a y w o o d , I l l i n o i s
E d i t o r

The Tyler Retreat dates are: Tuesday evening, April w i t h f o u r w a l l s a n d a c e i l i n g ” a n d t h e l o n g i n g t o b e o u t -
3to Friday evening, April 6, Don’t forget to mark them on o f - d o o r s . T h e r e w a s t h e w a r n i n g f o r a d u l t s i n a n o t h e r
your calendar. ' c h i l d ’ s d e fi n i t i o n o f c l a s s i c s a s “ o l d - f a s h i o n e d b o o k s y o u r

p a r e n t s t l i i n k y o u o u g h t t o r e a d . ” T h e r e w e r e m a n y i n c i ¬
d e n t s t o r e m i n d u s t h a t b o o k s n e e d t o b e c h o s e n f o r t h e i r
“ a p p e a l t o c u r r e n t t a s t e s a n d i n t e r e s t s a n d f o r t h e i r a p p r o ¬
p r i a t e n e s s t o t h e s e t t i n g a n d c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n w h i c h t h e y
a r e t o b e r e a d . ”

How, then, can we heip boys and girls to the pleasures
and satisfactions of reading? We need to know the young¬
s t e r s a n d t h e i r e v e r - c h a n g i n g , g r o w i n g i n t e r e s t s . W e , n e e d t o
sense their needs and their problems without forcing our
solutions on them. We need to develop good rapport with
them so that they will dare to express their likes and dis¬
l i k e s t o u s . W e n e e d t o s h o w t h e m t h a t w e , t o o , fi n d v e r y
i -eal sat isfact ions in reading. We need to know as many
books as possible and to call upon available resources in
the community to help in guiding them to the best reading
f o r t h e m a s i n d i v i d u a l s .

This past year has been vei’y productive of good books
to spark la ten t in te res ts among teen-agers and promote
growth in understandings. TIGER OF THE SNOWS is Ten¬
zing Norgaj'’s account of his mountain climbing, culminating
in the physical and spiritual triumph with Hilary atop Mount
E v e r e s t . I t i s a d v e n t u r e , b u t m o r e t o o . I t i s a s t u d y i n
inter-group I’elations and analysis of the development of a
personal philosophy.

Pak Jong Yong shows war- torn Korea in h is KOREAN
BOY and amemorable picture of family love and self sacri¬
fice in at ime of d i fficul ty and depr ivat ion. Here is insight
i n t o K o r e a n l i f e a n d c u s t o m s .

I n NEFERTIT I L IVED HERE Mary Chubb te l l s o f he r
fi r s t j o b a s a c l e r i c a l w o r k e r w h o s e m a i n c o n c e r n s w e r e
avoiding work and col lect ing her weekly pay check. Great
s a t i s f a c t i o n a n d e v e n e x c i t e m e n t c a m e i n t o h e r l i f e a s s h e
became intrigued vrith the search for archeological specimen
in Egypt and the study of the people who had produced
those relics of the past. Here is astory of personal growth
and af resh fasc inat ing look at archeology.

Mary Stol tz has wr i t ten several novels for o lder g i r ls .
They deal in adirect, mature manner with problems of hu¬
man I ’e lat ions. Her latest is ROSEMARY, astory set in a
c o l l e g e t o w n . R o s e m a r y R e e d , a d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e c l e r k ,
exper iences f rus t ra t i on and hu r t i n he r l ong ing to be a
part of tlie campus social life.

In PINK ROSE by Woodward Peg Lloyd rebels agednst
t l i e c o n v e n t i o n s w h i c h r u l e h e r l i f e a s d e b u t a n t e i n H a r t ¬
ford, Connecticut, in the early 1900’s. Her courage wiU be
admired by gir ls but her sense of values gives her more
than jus t rebe l l ion to c l ing to .

For the teen-age boy who craves sports stories there is
TAKE-CHARGE GUY by Weeks, ahard-hit t ing, adult , base¬
ball story. I t is more real ist ic than many sports stories in
recognizing personal heart-aches and difficult ies of gaining
success in the big leagues.

For the mature teen-ager there is Carl Sandburg’s auto¬
b iography, ALWAYS THE YOUNG STRANGERS, an in t ro¬
duction to Sandburg, but also to the America of today and
yesterday. PRAIRIE-TOWN BOY is composed of those chap¬
ters of the longer vo lume by Sandburg which teU of h is
boyhood, his homte, his Swedish parents, and his desire to
know more. Here, too, is the story of his introduction to the
L i n c o l n l e g e n d .

P R A Y F O R A B R A V E H E A R T b y H e l e n M a c i n n e s i s a
story of international intrigue set in Germany and Switzer¬
land . I t o f fe rs suspense and p lo t t i ng amp le to ho ld the

In her book she demonst ra tes methods a t tent ion o f the “soph is t ica ted” teen-ager.
ATO M S TO D AY A N D TO M O R R O W b y M a r g a r e t H y d e

is one example of the interesting and challenging informa¬
t iona l books wr i t ten espec ia l ly for young people . Herber t
Z im’s th ree new books MONKEYS, MAMMALS, and SEA-

AWMS Representative in Action
On Monday evening, January 16, Mrs. George Mellby, in

response to their invitation, spoke to the Ladies’ Aid in our
congregation at Bridgeport. Mrs. Mellby, WMS Representa¬
tive for the Eastern District, gave an il lustrated lecture on
our Women’s Mission Society, its aims, its organization, its
accomplishments, and its possibilities. The regular “coffee
col lect ion,” taken at each of i ts meet ings, was th is t ime
t u r n e d o v e r t o W M S . I t a m o u n t e d t o $ 1 3 . 8 5 a n d w a s s e n t
t o o u r W M S t r e a s u r e r :

M r s . O v e N i e l s e n

3231 Fremont Ave. South, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

The following is another article from the series of
articles about professions which was started last year.

I t has some exce l l en t he lp i n choos ing good read ing
gifts for our children and young people.

Reading for Boys and Girls
By Ingrid O. Miller, School Librarian

Ed ina -Momings ide H igh Schoo l
Edina, Mmnesota

Movies, radio and te levis ion have been highly praised
and as thorough ly b lamed for the i r dangerous influence.
Yet they seem to remain. TV is the most recent arrival to
the ranks of bugaboos. Each family with i ts first new TV
set sits with eyes glued securely to some good programs,
some bad, and many just plain dull. But the attack of
TV-itis seems curable as the novelty wears off. Researchers
into reading habits have found this return to “normalcy”
among young people, too. They have also found evidence
tha t some o f t i i e TV v iew ing t ime was s to len , no t f rom
reading time but from hours formerly spent in radio lis¬
tening. Perhaps our energies, then, ought to be spent in
examining aims and purposes and methods of encouraging
reading among young people.

We o f ten say we w ish they wou ld do more read ing ,
but cer ta in ly quant i ty a lone is not our goal . We want to
promote the type of reading and the choice of materials
that wil l broaden and develop our youth. We hope reading
may extend their knowledge, aid in their personal develop¬
ment, widen t l ie i r v is ion over a l l the wor ld, deepen thei r
social and civic understandings, and lead them to the joy and
sat is fac t ion tha t comes f rom apprec ia t ion o f the bes t in
l i t e ra tu re . We wan t to he lp them se lec t the bes t books
from the vast numbers available. Then, having chosen, they
should be helped to read wi th cr i t ica l understanding and
appreciation which will enrich their experience and help them
become better citizens and happier, healthier people.

Annis Duff , in her book LONGER FLIGHT, has opened
new vistas of joy for her parents and their children in grow¬
ing together with books. She has observed that boys and
gir ls find real satisfaction at home or elsewhei’e in asitu¬
at ion where they have access to inv i t ing books and the
par tnersh ip o f g rown-ups who w i l l read w i th them. Mrs .
Duff feels that what adidts need is “continually to expand,
to make room in the mind and sp i r i t fo r a l l tha t comes
into the rea lm of human l iv ing and th ink ing; to t ry, too,
to instiU asense of values so that children can live happily
and use fu l l y. . .
and books that can appeal to boys and gir ls and shares
some of her exper iences wi th chi ldren and books. ’There
was the moment when the overgrown boy found in Richard
Hovey’s poem “Spring” an expression of his own "tiredness
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S H O R E S o f f e r a u t h e n t i c s c i e n c e i n f o r m a t i o n i n t e x t a n d
picture for youngsters varying in age from fourth grade
through high school .

The year just ended has seen anumber of outstanding
books for younger ch i ldren as wel l . Two excel lent b iog¬
raph ies o f Co lumbus i l lus t ra te t ine wr i t ing and beaut i fu l
format. COLUIVIBUS by the Aulaires is abeauti ful ly
illustrated and dramatic picture story. THE COLUMBUS
STORY by Dalgliesh teUs of the first voyage of Columbus
in superb and rhythmic prose that lends itself to reading
a l o u d .

(31}^ Sltuttig HorJi
C o n v e r s a t i o n ” i s B e h a v i o r

( E i g h t h i n a S e r i e s )

S n e d e k e r ’ s A T R I U M P H F O R F L A V I U S i s a n e w
t r i u m p h f o r t h i s w e l l - k n o w n c h i l d r e n ’ s a u t h o r . T h e R o ¬
man conqueror o f Cor in th b r ings h is son aGreek s lave .
The f r iendship between th is Roman lad and h is s lave is
amov ing expe r ience fo r bo th . I t s deve lopmen t makes a
s u s p e n s e f u l h i s t o r i c a l n o v e l w i t h d e s i r a b l e v a l u e s f o r u n ¬
derstanding personal re lat ions.

In WHEEL ON THE SCHOOL Meindert DeJong
ates v i v id charac te r i za t ion o f s i x Du tch schoo l ch i l d ren
and develops asuspenseful, fast-paced plot centered on
t h e c h i l d r e n ’ s d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o g e t t h e s t o r k s t o n e s t
a g a i n o n t h e i r h o u s e s .

Coatsworth has given children asuperior story of pio¬
neers who s t rugg led to keep Kansas a“ f ree s ta te . ” 'THE
SOD HOUSE is suitable for children aged eight and nine.

In the lighter vein is MISS JELLYTOT’S VISIT by
Hunt. In this charming, or iginal and chi ld- l ike story
Katy O’Dea decides that she wants to be avis i tor in her
own home. Her role as visitor is complicated by the end
o f s i x d a y s .

Certainly no list of books, however brief, should for¬
get the humor that enriches literature for young children
JUNKET, "raE DOG WHO LIKED EVERYTHING “JUST
SO” by White tells of an amusing little airdale who
ages to change Father’s decision that there are to be
animals around because he considers them unsafe and
u n s a n i t a r y .

Nor can we omit picture books like PARSLEY by Lud¬
wig Bemelmans or the delightful rhymed text and pictures
in THE DUCHESS BAKES ACAKE by Virginia Kahl
i n w h i c h t h e c a k e w a s s o l i g h t t h a t t h e D u c h e s s
with it and had the serious problem of how to get down.

FIND THE CONSTELLATIONS by Hans Rey is one of
the new informational books for young children. It has
diagrams, illustrations, and two clever little gremlins to
he lp .

The word “conversation” in the King James
Version of the Bible always refers to conduct,
behavior, or manner of life, and is never used
in the sense that it is today as aterm for the
g ive-and- take o f ta lk . “The end o f the i r con¬
versation.” (Hebrews 13.7 KJ) is now translated,
“the outcome of their life” (Revised Standard
Version). The “vain conversation received by
tradition from your fathers” (1 Peter 1.18 KJ) is
“the futile ways inherited from your fathers”
(RSV). Lot is said by the King James Version
(2 Peter 2.7) to have been “vexed with the filthy
conversation” of Sodom and Gomorrah, but it
means that he was “gi'eatly distressed by the
licentiousness” of these cities. The injunction
to the Christian wives of unbelieving husbands
expressed in the King James Version of 1Peter
3.1-2 is confusing to tire reader of today: “Like¬
wise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own
husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also
may without the word be won by the conver¬
sation of the wives; while they behold your chaste
conversation coupled with fear.” That conveys
the impre^ion that these wives are to talk their
husbands into becoming Christians, though it
seems strange that husbands are to behold the
conversation rather than listen to it, and one
can only wonder what being coupled with fear
has to do with it. But there is no word in the
Greek for “coupled,” and no justification for
dragging it in; the word “fear” stands for the
reverent fear of God which is the mark of agood
Christian; and the “conversation” of these wives
is their behavior. The Revised Standard Version
translates the passage: “Likewise you wives, be
submissive to your husbands, so that some, though
they do not obey the word, may be won without
aword by the behavior of their wives, when they
s e e y o u r r e v e r e n t a n d c h a s t e b e h a v i o r . ”

Writing to the Corinthians Paul, referring to
him.self as “we,” expresses rejoicing in “the testi¬
mony of our conscience, that in simplicity and
godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by
the grace of God, we have had our conversation
in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward.”
(2 Corinthians 1.12 in the King James Version).
Note how much more clearly this reason for
joicing is expressed in the translation of the Re¬
vised Standard Version: “the testimony of oui-
conscience that we have behaved in the world,
and still more toward you, with holiness and
godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by
the grace of God.”

e r e - ✓

m a n -

n o

r o s e

Parents wiU find effort to help their children enjoy
reading amost rewarding experience. They need to be.
aware of what the boys and girls are reading. They
should be alert, helpful as well as wise in guiding reading.
It is not always an easy task. But there are many serv¬
ices which can furnish great help. Libraries have avail¬
able good, dependable book lists to guide choices. Teach¬
ers and public librarians can do much to supplement the
parent’s understanding of children and books. School
libraries, too, are an important help. They furnish books

every subject of interest to boys and girls—reference
materials, biograpliy, science, handicraft, music, art and
fiction. These materials are in acentral location with
atrained librarian who combines knowledge of books, cur¬
riculum, and children to supply the needs of the’ cur¬
riculum, furnish individual reading guidance and help train
pupils and teachers to more effective and enjoyable use of
b o o k s .
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closely the progress of this drive! Skip this page,
skip Paging Youth, skip the sermon, if you must, but
read carefully the information sent out on the “Faith
and Life Advance”! This is acause that simply must
not fail. We must augment our impoverished Church
Extension Fund. We must expand om’ College as we
this past year expanded our Seminary .... Another
Lutheran chm’ch paper recently caught our eye with
afull page ad saying “Here’s the easiest way to help
give your child $100,000.” It is stated that, on the
average, the man who graduates from college will earn
$100,000 more during his lifetime than the one who
does not ...College education is, more and more,
recognized as being essential to alarge percentage
of high school graduates. Only by improving the
facilities of Grand View can we hope to take ad¬
vantage of the increased college enrollments that are
sure to come as the World War II babies come of age.

O P I N I O N
A N D

C O M M E N T
IT TAKES Acon to r t i on is t to rema in c i r cumspec t

while patting himself on the back. As asynod, we
may, perhaps, be permitted amoment or two of self-
congratulations on how we responded to last year’s
increased synod and L. W. A. goals. The full reports
are now in, and in both cases we went beyond the goal.
While we did not go anywhere near “a second mile,”
we did quicken our stewai'dship sense to the extent
o f g i v i n g 7 p e r c e n t e x t r a t o t h e s y n o d ' b u d g e t ,
($4,661.39 beyond the goal) and also topped by afew
per cent mrr L. W. A. obligations. For the»past few
years, we led the other Lutheran Synods in L. W. A.
contr ibut ions, proport ion-wise. This year we sl ipped
s l i g h t l y. B u t t h e r e c o r d i s s t i l l b r i g h t . We m u s t
t h a n k G o d t h a t h e h a s b l e s s e d u s s o t h a t w e c a n
thus share what we have. Al l glory is His. But let
us thank, too, the lay-leaders, synod leaders, and pas¬
t o r s , w h o h a v e l e d u s t o f u l fi l l m e n t o f a d i f fi c u l t
objective. Some congregations pay their Synod “dues”
in monthly installments; this is avery commendable
practice, worthy of consideration by all church coun¬
cils. Synod expenditures are continuous; income also
should be asteady flow, not asudden end-of-the-year
flood, whenever possible.

SO FAR, today our editorials have all dealt with
finances, and have sounded more like the Wall Street
Journal than aChristian journal. We are not for¬
get t ing, however, that the smal l financia l sacr ifices
we are required to make are as nothing compared
with the sacrifice Another made for us centuries ago.
We are now well into Lent, and church papers from
all parts of the nation bring news of Lent services
held each mid-week in almost all of our congrega¬
tions. We have the impression that some of the best
preaching done by our pastors is done at these less-
formal evening services. Lent sermons are expressive
of the heart more than the head; they overflow with
the “gospel” —that is, the “good news” —to agreater
extent. Lay persons can encourage their pastors by
aspecial word of appreciation for apartioularly help¬
ful message, if the practice is not too casual or habit¬
ual; (it can easily be overdone.) Better yet, tell the
pastor he should publish afine sermon in LU'THERAN
TIDINGS. Very few pastors take the time from busy
schedules to write out and send in an occasional medi¬
tation. They should. Our readers look for familiar
names at the headings of the articles and sermons in
these pages, and are disappointed when they see too
many strange authors represented.

IN THE NEWS during the past week was apeculiar
denomination which claims the distinction of being the
“oldest Protestant group in the world.” Afiftieth an¬
n i v e r s a r y d i n n e r o f t h e A m e r i c a n Wa l d e n s i a n A i d
Society calls the Waldensian Church of Italy into at¬
tention. Scholars, without great success, have tried to
trace the history of the Waldensians hack to avisit
paid by St. Paul to the valleys of northern Italy while
enroute to Spain. More reliable is the account about
Peter Waldo, aliberal of the 12 century, whose teach¬
ings have been called the “reformation before the Re¬
formation.” Aprosperous businessman who gave up
his wealth, Waldo became akind of horse-and-buggy
preacher, translating scripture into the vernacular,
and helping the illiterate to memorize Bible passages.
About 100,000 Waldensians make up the interesting
little church body —which finally won liberty and
recognition by the Edict of Emancipation in 1848. To¬
day, the highly-trained clergy have their seminary in
Rome, of all places. Valdese, North Carolina, is a
strong center in this country.

WE ARE ALL i n te res ted i n t he a f f a i r s o f t he ULCA,
and in this connection it is interesting to see that
ULCA receipts last year set anew record, an increase
of 3Vs per cent over the previous year. Income was
only slightly less than the high budget, around 99 per
cent. Some Synods there gave 25-30 per cent extra.
For the coming year, it seems that the budget has
been increased about 25 per cent, adefiant and cour¬
ageous raise in aim. Dr. Henry Endress, church stew¬
ardship secretary, said, “The fact that we didn’t reach
t h e t o t a l b u d g e t . . . s e r v e s t o r e m i n d u s t h a t w e
ULCA members haven’t ‘arrived’ in our giving for
t h e L o r d ’ s w o r k . According to Elson Ruff, editor of
T H E L U T H E R A N , h o w e v e r, f a m i l i e s i n t h e U L C A
average $152 per year in their giving! It would seem
that by comparison, we in our synod have along
way to go yet. In ten years, families in the ULCA
tripled their average offerings.

O U R C O V E R t h i s w e e k b e a r s t h e o f fi c i a l e m b l e m
or ins ign ia fo r the “Fa i th and L i fe Advance. ” A lso
in this issue is aletter (which we have not seen since
it was sent directly to the printer) from the Synod
President concerning the “Advance.” By now, the
phrase “Faith and Life Advance” should be afamil iar
shibboleth in every Synod household. It is planned
that every issue of TIDINGS will carry an article
referring directly to this cause, and so we make this
editorial appeal: Don’t skip asingle one of these arti¬
cles! It is almost impossible to penetrate the hard
shell of an editor, but we confess that we will take
it as apersonal hurt if our readers do not follow very
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derful outpouring of gifts toward Faith and Life Ad¬
v a n c e ?

F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 6 )

Paul also wrote: “For if the readiness is there, it
n o t a c -

cat ion purposes. But the purpose, in aspir i tual and
abiding sense, is to bless and benefit spiritually the acceptable act̂ orchng to what anaan has,
hves of persons who in the futture will worship in cording to what he has not. (2 Cor. 8:12.)
those sanctuaries and those who wiU obtain an edu- ^^y God bless the cause of Faith and Life Ad¬

vance and each one as we serve that cause.ca t ion a t Grand View Co l lege . The ma in pu rpose
the Synod had in mind with the ingathering could
feerefore forcefuUy and correctly be expressed by Small Town Churclies-Have They aFuture?
Faith and Life Advance, signifying the advance of ( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 4 )
Chr is t ian Fa i th and Chr is t ian L i fe . May Iu rge you
to accept this name with its beautiful emblem of the
school, church and cross, as the accepted symbol under
which the efforts of the congregations throughout the
Synod are being organized; aiming ,at fulfilling the
purpose of the ingathering.

selves hint that the congregations have kept afinger
on the pulse-beat of progress.

Just at the edge of Harvard, for example, is Trinity
Church, an old congregation with anew $200,000
plant. The handsome stone church, in modified Gothic
style, is actually askillful remodelling job. There
are modern furnishings and richly symbolic stained-

In promoting the Faith and Life Advance, it is the glass windows. Attached to the church is anew edu-
intention of the administrative committee and the exe- cation building. Every Smiday about 400 children
cutive director, representing the responsible leader- walk down its polished corridors to bright, well-
ship of the synod in Home Mission and Higher Educa- equipped classrooms. Several small worship centers
tion, to embark upon an adventure in stewardship by with candlelit altars are used by the Srmday school
going out into the congregations and asking them to youngsters, and audio-visual equipment is provided,
give without regard to quotas. It is my hope that in just as abusinessman always keeps ahopeful eye
carrying out the mandate of the convention to collect open for opportunities to expand, the church should
the funds necessary to reach the approved goals, our alert itself to opportunities for extending its work to
congregations will be practicing proportionate giving new places. Fox Lake is an example of atown where
by responding as God has blessed them. a vital church could make areal contribution. Once

For eighty years our Synod has promoted the aresort town with arather unsavory reputation, it
Christian Faith and Life in this country. Past genera- has had arecent sharp rise in population as suburban- ●
tions have built most of the churches in which we ites from Chicago settled there. It is now aviUage
worship today, as well as most of the buildings on of 2,238, with literally scores of taverns but not a
the Grand View campus. The last of the successive single strong denominational church. A“community
efforts of this kind was the women’s dormitory m1946. church” has met with only limited success. What is

Now has come the time when we of the present the Lutheran church’s responsibility?
generation will follow the call to unite in aconcerted .t<. i
effort through Faith and Life Advance to make our
supreme contribution to the Kingdom of God in order tViPen erprise an echurch, but
that today's urgent problems, demanding expanded abusinesSlan nids mlftô hink abo'uT slTes‘’° He

™>y w i l l g i v e h i m t h e
and improved educahonal facdities at Grand View j opportunity for profit.College, may be met and solved for the sake of the , , . . , ,
spiritual welfare of this and future generations. It ,, church smission, on the other hand, is to bring
will be ablessing for all to share in Faith and Life Si® message to people in all circumstances.
Advance by contributing liberally over the next years. T. must serve the stable community, the
The need is as urgent and as great as it has been town in the twilight zone between prosperity

and extinction, and the mushrooming suburb. "L
must not only consider, “Will this town be good for
the church?”, but must think, “Would the church be
good for this town?”

Christian Stewardship

W epresented to you; your gifts will be used for the
purposes, announced. You need to experience the
joy of sharing in this expansion of services of the
kingdom of God. Read what the apostle Paul -wrote
to one of the eaidy mission churches concerning giv-must not cheapen the mission of the church
ing to help the needs of his day: t h i n k i n g o n l y i n t e r m s o f s t i ' a t e g y, e n r o l l i n g

“Under the test of this service you will glorify numbers. What is the church doing for a
God by your obedience in acknowledging the gospel i^^unity? The pastor is not serving yesterday’s com-
of Christ, and by the generosity of your contribution munity. He must be aware of complex changes in
for them and for all others; while they long for you, community and their effects on his people, so that
and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of serve them in today’s situation.
God in you. Thanks be to God for his inexpressible Aggressive lay leadership is also needed. It is
gift.” (2 Cor. 9:13-15.) f o u n d i n c i v i c a f f a i r s . M o s t s m a l l t o w n s t h a t h a v e

Let us always be reminded that anything we give new industries have them because someone actively
in the Church is given to God and to His kingdom, sought them. Can pastor and people affored to be
because He gave us His Son and salvation through less aggressive for the cause of Christ?
Him. Our gifts and offerings are areturn of Thanks. Changes taking place in the country are a“renais-
11 w o n d e r f u l l y s a n c e ” o n l y t o t h e d e g r e e t h a t a c o m m u n i t y ’ s s p i r i t u a l
bles.sed. Shall we not then return thanks in awon- values are retained.

c e r -

c o m -
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G o d a n d S a v i o r w i t h a “ We U d o n e ,
thou good and fai thful servant.”

Why just try keeping up with the
Joneses? Why not get out ahead and
set the pace? If we so choose, it is
possible for us to lead, to show the
way toward complete unification of
the Lutheran churches, so that we
can truly say.

W e a r e a l l u n i t e d
All one body we
One in hope and doctrine
One in charity.

then all these petty differences solve
t h e m s e l v e s a n d v a n i s h .

N o w m a y I d r a w a s i m p l e n a t i o n a l
o r p o l i t i c a l c o m p a r i s o n ? W e h a v e i n
this good country of ours asystem of
po l i t ica l par t ies . Each pai ’ ty has i ts
o w n l e a d e r s a n d w o u l d - b e l e a d e r s .
E a c h h a s i t s o w n e c o n o m i s t s a n d s t a ¬

t i s t i c ians to p rove the i r way i s the
r ight and only way. We the ordinary
l a y m e n i n p o l i t i c s ( t h e v o t e r s ) v o t e
for that party to which we long have
belonged, or for that party which we
th ink w i l l do us t he mos t pe rsona l
g o o d . B u t l e t a c r i s i s o r w a r c o m e
along and our part isan pol i t ics loses
much of i ts par t isanship in favor of
national pohtics.

N o w l e t u s l o o k a t o u r L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h . W e h a v e b e e n r a i s e d i n a
c e r t a i n S y n o d . To u s t h a t i s t h e
right church. I t is the one that has done
the most for us—if only our own Ego.

As Christians Ibelieve we are living
i n a c r i t i c a l a g e a n d t h a t t h e c r i s i s
deepens day by day. Ibelieve that as
o r d i n a r y c h u r c h . l a y m e n t h e g r e a t
major i ty of us are concerned not so
much vrith Synod affiliation as we are
with Christianity. Ibelieve we have
reached apo in t i n ou r Chr i s t ian l i f e
when it is absolutely necesary for us
t o u n i t e i f w e a r e t o s u r v i v e a t a l l .

Now then, what do we lose or gain
i f w e a c c e p t a f fi l i a t i o n ?

F i r s t , w h a t d o w e s t a n d t o l o s e ?
W e w i l l s u r e l y l o s e m o s t o f o u r
identity. As one of the smaller Synods
we are bound to be swallowed up, as
it were, by the larger Synods. How¬
ever, the only real, individual identity
we lose is our own Ego or so-called
Danish culture and heritage. In my
own immediate family we have three
g e n e r a t i o n s o f A m e r i c a n b o r n ; fi r s t
generation, Danish; second generation,
Dan ish -Norweg ian ; t h i r d gene ra t i on ,
Danish, Norwegian and Swedish. Do
Iexpect my four grandsons, who are
b e i n g r a i s e d i n a n o r m a l A m e r i c a n
home, to have any special interest in
t h e i r m u l t i p l e h e r i t a g e ? I d o n o t .

We may lose some of what tchoose
t o c a l l o u r f r e e d o m , f o r o f a l l t h e
Synods w i th wh ich Iam fami l i a r, we
are by far the most dramatic —Isay,
may lose, for isn’t i t possible for us
t o i n s t i l l i n o t h e r s o u r c o n c e p t o f
freedom and equal i ty?

W h a t d o w e g a i n ? I t w o u l d b e
a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e t o d e fi n i t e l y s e t
for th the po in ts o f ga in , s ince most
o f these seem to be h igh ly con t ro¬
v e r s i a l . I d o b e l i e v e i t w o u l d b e a
very definite gain to be able to say,
“ I b e l o n g t o t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ”
w i t h o u t f u r t h e r q u a l i fi c a t i o n s . E v e n
i n o u r l o s s e s w e c a n g a i n . A s w e
wil l ingly lose of our Ego, we gain in
C h r i s t i a n s t a t u r e . H o w e v e r w r o n g I
may be i n some o f my th ink ing , o f
t h i s I a m s u r e
o r t h e o t h e r S y n o d s c a n m a k e i n
forming acomple te ly Un i ted Lutheran
Church wi l l w in the grat i tude of our

● ●

T o t h e E d i t o r :

Ihave wEiited along time for some¬
one to accep t the cha l l enge o f D r.
E r n e s t N i e l s e n a s s e t f o r t h i n t h e l a s t
p a r a g r a p h o f h i s a r t i c l e i n L U T H E R ¬
A N T I D I N G S J u l y 2 0 t h . I t h a r d l y
s e e m s p o s s i b l e t h a t I a m t h e o n l y
“Prodigal Son” among us, but as no
o n e e l s e s e e m s t o h a v e a n a n s w e r
May Ishare with you my experiences
a n d i d e a s ?

Iwas baptized and confirmed in the
o l d D a n i s h E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n
C h u r c h , s i n c e w h i c h a t v a r i o u s t i m e s
I h a v e l i v e d i n c o m m u n i t i e s w h e r e
t h e r e h a v e b e e n n o c h u r c h e s o f o u r

Synod. Consequent ly, Ihave at tended
a n d b e e n a c o n t r i b u t i n g m e m b e r i n
c h u r c h e s b e l o n g i n g t o t h e E L C , U L C A
a n d M i s s o u r i S y n o d s , a s w e l l a s h a v ¬
i n g a t t e n d e d t h e E p i s c o p a l c h u r c h
w h e n t h e r e h a s b e e n n o L u t h e r a n
c h u r c h .

I n a l l o f t h e s e c h u r c h e s I h a v e
j o i n e d i n t h e s i n g i n g o f t h e s a m e
hymns, saying the same Lord’s. Prayer,
the same Apostol ic Creed; have wit¬
nessed i n fan ts bap t i zed i n t he Name o f
t h e F a t h e r , S o n a n d H o l y G h o s t . I
h a v e a c c e p t e d B r e a d a n d W i n e a s t h e
B o d y a n d B l o o d . I h a v e h e a r d t h e
s a m e E p i s t l e s a n d G o s p e l s . I h a v e
sung them, said them and heard them
in the Danish, Norwegian, German and
Eng l i sh languages , bu t as ye t have
fai led to find any material difference.
True , the va r ious Synods use ad i f¬
f e r e n t o r d e r o f s e r v i c e . E v e n w i t h i n

the same Synods the various churches
may deviate f rom the accepted pro¬
cedu re . The one t h i ng we do have
i n c o m m o n , t h e o n e w h i c h i s t h e v e r y
f o u n d a t i o n o f o u r r e l i g i o n i s t h i s — “ I
be l ieve in God the Fa ther, God the
S o n a n d G o d t h e H o l y S p i r i t . ”

Time and again we have Ireen ex¬
horted to “Love Thy Neighbor as Thy¬
s e l f . ” - B u t d o w e ? O h t o b e s u r e ,
we love our neighbor as an individual
but as agroup we cannot quite accept
t h e m . A n d w h y n o t ? T h e y m a y b e
fine as far as they go—only they don’t
g o f a r e n o u g h — B A C K WA R D S . T h e y
d o n ’ t h a v e o u r c u l t u r e a n d i n h e r i t a n c e .

One group says the Bible IS the woi’d
o f G o d ; o t h e r s s a y i t i s t h e w o r d o f
G o d a s g i v e n u s b y t h e A p o s t l e s .
Some say you can’t smoke, you can’t
dance, you can’t drink, you can’t be¬
long to asecret society, you can’t do
Ib i s and you can ’ t do t ha t . A re we
to believe tliese people are all heretics?
Y o u n e e d n o t b e a s h a m e d o f y o u r
heritage, but neither should you be
boas t fu l . You need no t be ashamed
of any of the above so-called vices
unless they are carried to excess and
become your master. If you can hon¬
estly and sincerely say, “I believe in”

Ho lger T. Hansen .

To t h e E d i t o r :

“.Grundtvig’s passion for history led
him to point to history rather than
to metaphysics as the touchstone of
truth,” —writes Ernest D. Nielsen in
N. F. S. GRUNDTVIG: AN AMERI¬
CAN S'TUDY (pg. 158). And in the
same paragraph ( top o f page 159) :
“His philosophy of history viewed the
r a c e a s o n e m a n , w h o s e l i f e w e a r e
called to perpetuate, and whose power
is ours to possess in love.”

The real significance of the content
of this second statement comes quickly
to life when we ask: Which ‘■ _
here referred to: (As amatter of self-
evident fact, the question is self-ex¬
planatory; for there are only two
c h o i c e s — t w o p o s s i b l e a n s w e r s —
the one being self-eliminating.) Does
he refer to the first Adam? (Gen. 2:7)
Or does he refer to (1 Cor. 15:45)
“... the last Adam was made aquick¬
en ing sp i r i t ” ? Wh ich man i s i t ?
Which man did Grundtvig’s philosophy
view as one race? “His philosophy of
history viewed the race as
Which man? Whose progeny are we,
you and I? That is the all important
question. It is the question each one
of us must answer for himself; be¬
cause h i s h i s to ry i t i s t o whom we
give our attention, our study. Which
is another way of saying, “Know ye
not, that to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to obey, his servants ye are
to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto
death, or of ob^ience unto righteous¬
ness?” (Rom. 6:16) Which again is
e q u a l t o ( 1 C o r . 1 5 : 2 2 ) : “ F o r a s i n
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall
a l l be made a l ive. ” Hence, we must
k n o w w h i c h m a n . . . .

D i d G r u n d t v i g k n o w w h i c h m a n ’ s
history rather than metaphysics con¬
s t i t u t e s t h e t o u c h s t o n e o f t r u t h ? I s i t
the history of Adam the 1st which we
are to study? Or is i t the history of
the quickening spir i t —the last Adam
— w h i c h w e a r e t o s t u d y ? . . . W h i c h
is to be to us the cr i ter ion whereby
a l l o u r m o r a l a n d s p i r i t u a l s t a n d a r d s
a r e t o b e m e a s u r e d ? We c a n n o t a t t h e
same t ime study the h is tory of both
— b o t h t h e fi r s t a n d t h e l a s t A d a m .
We cannot at the same time give our
al legiance to both any more than we
c a n s e r v e t w o m a s t e r s .

From the foregoing i t appears how

m a n i s

o n e m a n .

any contr ibut ion we
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promised tO' rep lace the s ta i rs wi th
an e levator a t amin imum pr ice , be¬
tween $8,000 and $10,000.

W e w a n t t o t h a n k t h o s e f r i e n d s o f
Eben-Ezer who have already responded
t o o u r i n i t i a l r e q u e s t a n d s e n t u s
t h e fi r s t l e w h u n d r e d d o l l a r s . B u t
we have thousands of friends through¬
out the country. If aU of you will
h e l p u s i n t h i s u r g e n t n e e d w e w i l l
s o o n h a v e t h e e l e v a t o r w h i c h w i l l
Change the who le l i f e he re fo r ou r
s h u t - i n s .

R e m e m b e r, E b e n - E z e r b e l o n g s t o
you r chu rch o r ( l o ca l l y ) you r com¬
m u n i t y, a n d t h e m i n i s t r y o f m e r c y
u n d e r t a k e n b y o u r f a i t h f u l f e l l o w -
workers is carried out on your behalf.

K i n d l y s e n d y o u r c o n t r i b u t i o n s
m a r k e d : E l e v a t o r F u n d — e i t h e r d i ¬

rectly to Eben-Ezer, Brush, Colorado,
or through your synodical treasury.

Sincerely,
Victor E. Bagger,

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t .

much confusion can be avoided simply
b y c a r e f u l l y d e fi n i n g t h e t e r m o n e
emp loys . . .whe the r i n w r i t i ng o r i n
s p e a k i n g . F o r I d o n o t m e a n t o b e
c e n s o r i o u s l y c r i t i c a l . I m e a n t o b e
h e l p f u l . I m e a n i t i s o f e x t r a o r d i n a r y
i m p o r t a n c e t o u n d e r s t a n d w h a t w o r l d s
l i e h i d d e n u n d e r “ d e n h i s t o r i s k e A n -
s k u e l s e ” a n d w h i c h w e a r e t o u n c o v e r .

That is, “Whose life are we called to
p e r p e t u a t e ? ” a n d “ W h o s e p o w e r i s
o u r s t o p o s s e s s i n l o v e ? ”

Which man d id Grundtv ig have in
m i n d ?

E l e v a t o r f o r E b e n - E z e r
A N A P P E A L

V i s i t o r s t o E b e n - E z e r , B r u s h , C o l o ¬
r a d o , h a v e o f t e n a d m i r e d t h e t o w e r
with the winding stairs connecting the
t h r e e fl o o r s o f B E T H E S D A H O M E ,
perhaps mostly as ahistoric relic from
t h e o l d d a y s w h e n s t a i r s w e r e t h e
only means of communicat ion in ta l l
buildings. The tower looks picturesque
w i t h i t s S p a n i s h o r G e r m a n c a s t l e
a r c h i t e c t u r e . A n d t h e s t a i r s c o n t a i n e d
w i t h i n t h e 8 - 9 f e e t w i d e t h i c k - w a l l e d
st ructure may have saved on space
a n d e v e n i n t h o s e d a y s s e r v e d a s a
fi r e - e s c a p e . B u t i t a l w a y s m a d e a
tough climb for the old folks.

Today the seventy aged people seek¬
ing ahome of rest at Eben-Ezer are
averagely ten years o lder —most o f
them need daily nursing care —some
o f t h e m a r e b e d f a s t — s o m e w h o c o u l d
e a t w i t h u s i n t h e d i n i n g r o o m , w h i c h
is in the basement floor, a re a f ra id
t o n e g o t i a t e t h e s t a i r s
same reason they are seldom seen in
t h e s i t t i n g r o o m s o r T V - r o o m .

F o r t h e N u r s i n g S t a f f , i t m e a n s
that, besides doing their nursing du¬
ties on the individual sick-rooms, they
must give tray service to 35-40 people
o n t h r e e fl o o r s , t h r e e t i m e s a d a y,
c l imb ing s ta i r s each t ime . Day and
night they must answer cal l bel ls by
c l imbing s ta i rs .

Eben-Ezer is today aNui-sing Home
a n d l i c e n s e d a s s u c h . I t h a s e s t a b ¬

l i s h e d a r e p u t a t i o n f o r g o o d n u r s i n g
in the state of Colorado. The fifty-odd
people who have appl ied in vain lor
admission during the last six months
( f o r l a c k o f r o o m ) , c o n fi r m t h a t .

Bu t agood nu rs ing s ta f f mus t no t
b e o v e r - w o r k e d b y c l i m b i n g s t a i r s .
And the aged and invalids should be
given opportunity to move around and
v is i t and use the s i t t ing and d in ing
r o o m s .

M e m b e r s o f t h e B o a r d o f T r u s t e e s
at their annual meeting in October re¬
s o l v e d t o s e n d o u t t h i s a p p e a l f o r
help to meet the need of an elevator.
A f t e r h a v i n g i n s p e c t e d i m p r o v e m e n t s
and re-decorat ions in the Home they
agreed with Dr. Albert James when he
s t a t e d : A n E l e v a t o r i s a M u s t h e r e .

An engineer who has installed many
i n s t i t u t i o n a l e l e v a t o r s i n t h e s e W e s t ¬

ern states inspected the building and

S v e n d T h e r k i l d s e n .

Tyler, Minnesota.

R U T H T O N V I B R A T I O N S

I t has been a long t ime s ince any
v i b r a t i o n s h a v e g o n e f r o m R u t h t o n t o
L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S ; b u t o u r c o n ¬
g r e g a t i o n , w h i c h i s b u t a s m a l l p a r t
o f the Synod, i s s t iU pu lsa t ing a t about
n o r m a l s t r e n g t h . A f e w n e w m e m ¬
b e r s h a v e b e e n a d d e d i n t h e l a s t f e w
years, but, alter all, the main progress
o f a c o n g r e g a t i o n i s t h e s p i r i t u a l
g r o w t h a n d f e l l o w s h i p .

We have had afew laymen Sundays
where the young people have taken
over the services, which is good train¬
ing for the youths. Afew weeks ago
d u r i n g R e v . B r o w n ’ s v a c a t i o n t o
S e a t t l e , w e h a d a l a y m e n s e r v i c e .
And again Sunday, January 29, when
E v e r e t N i e l s e n f r o m D e s M o i n e s g a v e
t h e s e r m o n i n a v e r y e f fi c i e n t a n d
sincere message. Some congregat ion
is very l ike ly watching h is progress,
a n d p l a n n i n g t o g i v e h i m a c a l l . H e i s
a h o m e b o y f r o m t h e D i a m o n d L a k e
c o n g r e g a t i o n , w h i c h i s p a r t o f t h e
R u t h t o n c a l l . W e w i s h h i m t h e b e s t
o f s u c c e s s . To m e , E v e r e t s e e m s a
c lose f r iend , as Iknew ●h is paren ts
and grandparents so wel l , who were
a l l , ( a n d t h e m o t h e r s t i l l i s ) , s o f a i t h ¬
f u l m e m b e r s o f t h e D i a m o n d L a k e

Congregat ion.
Assist ing in the service were three

of our young men: Russell Pilegaard,
A r m i n J e n s e n a n d L e r o y N o r t h . A l s o
add ing to the regu la r se rv i ces i s a
y o u n g c h o i r o f n e a r l y t w e n t y m e m ¬
b e r s , d i r e c t e d b y M r s . S . P e d e r s e n .
Hope Lutheran church has now started
a r e g u l a r c o l l e c t i o n e v e r y w e e k b y
e n v e l o p e s y s t e m f o r t h e g e n e r a l e x ¬
penses of the congregation. Too early
to judge the system, though some are
opposed to it.

Mrs. Angie Olsen, assistant organist,
h a s t a k e n o v e r t h e d u t i e s f o r s o m e
t ime , as Mrs . Jenn ie Pe te rsen has been
ill. Jennie, as she is generally called,
h a s b e e n t h e r e g u l a r o r g a n i s t f o r
many years, start ing in when ayoung
g i r l . S h e h a s a l s o b e e n v e r y a c t i v e
i n t h e w o r k o f t h e L a d i e s ’ A i d a n d

sewing circles, delegate to conventions,
a n d i n v a r i o u s w a y s b e e n a f a i t h f u l
servant of Hope Lutheran Church. She
is greatly missed in the church.

The Rev. Brown family recently re¬
t u r n e d f r o m a t w o - w e e k v i s i t w i t h r e l a ¬
t i ves and f r i ends i n Sea t t l e , Wash .
( B u t m o r e a s t o t h a t l a t e r . )

Sigurd Pedersen.

a n d f o r t h e

Greetings from
Roscommon, Mich.

On January 7th, the congregation of
Mess iah Lu theran church he ld
ception honoring our new paistor and
his family, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Knut-
s e n a n d t h e i r d a u g h te r, K a r e n . We
are very happy to welcome the Knut-
sens to our community and sincerely
hope they will be with us for along
w h i l e .

We are p leased to repor t that the
young ladies of our church have just
r e c e n t l y o r g a n i z e d a J u n i o r L a d i e s ’
Aid society which promises to be a
very ac t i ve g roup .

Our Sunday School membership is
s t e a d i l y g r o w i n g . M r. K n u t s o n h a s
s ta r ted ac lass in confirmat ion , con¬
s i s t i ng o f boys and g i r l s f r om bo th
Gray l i ng and Roscommon chu rches .
Three of our boys are working for
t h e “ G o d a n d C o u n t r y ” a w a r d . W e
feel we are very fortunate to have our
youth groups progress ing.

We a re more than g ra te fu l to Mr.
Ber t Ne i lsen o f Det ro i t , M ich igan (a
layman) who so grac ious ly fi l led our
pulpit during September, October and
N o v e m b e r , w h e n w e w e r e w i t h o u t a
regular minister. Mr. Nei lsen t raveled
2 0 0 m i l e s t o d o n a t e h i s s e r v i c e s .

Mrs. Robert Ost l i i ig .

a r e -

G O D ’ S N E A R N E S S

W h e n I b e h o l d t h e s a t i n s h e e n

Upon the dainty-petaled rose,

Ifeel the nearness of my God,
Who fashioned it and also chose

Its pattern and its lovely hue,

Then gave it pleasing fragrance, too !

T h e l m a A l l i n d e r .
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minds of his listeners by way of the
imagination, summed up age-long ex¬
per iences in flashing sentences wi th
the inescapable refrain, though not
spoken, yet implied: “Do you see?”

And when we come to see l i f e as he
pictured it to us, we come to realize
that all talking about merely believing
in him and his way of life is nothing
if we do not share his seeing.

Jesus looked upon people and saw
i n t h e m w h a t n e v e r h a d b e e n s e e n i n
them before. He saw behind the lep¬
rosy the leper, behind the sin the sin¬
ner, beh ind the pover ty o f the poor
human beings.

Whereve r pe rsona l i t y came w i th in
his view —in child or woman, in
ruler or peasant;-^ he turned upon it
his creatively seeing eyes, and lo! out
of Simon Peter came astalwart char¬
a c t e r , o u t o f t h e y o u n g fi s h e r m a n
came John the beloved disc ip le, out
of the cheating tax collector came an
honest man, and out of the wayward
b o y a f o r g i v e n s o n .

T h e g l o r y o f t h e M a s t e r w a s i n h i s
eyes and what he creatively saw with
them. He looked upon money, which
so easily becomes agod before which
men fa l l down and worship, and for
the sake of which they seU not only
their own souls but their city’s honor
and thei r nat ion’s wel fare, and what
he saw haunts us yet in all our noblest
hours : “What sha l l i t p rofit aman, i f
he sha l l ga in the who le wor ld , and
l o s e h i s s o u l ? ”

He looked upon the s ins that men
laugh at and excuse themselves for
with glib and easy phrases; upon the
lusts that always involve another per¬
son; the selfishness that always hurts
ano the r pe r son —and wha t he saw
stripped the drapery from sin and left
the bare fact: Sin is any conduct that
makes it hard for persons to live life
w e l l .

J e s u s l o o k e d o n G a l i l e a n fl o w e r s
a n d l i t t l e c h i l d r e n , o n f a t h e r s w h o
could forgive their wayward sons, on
S a m a r i t a n s w h o w o u l d a s s i s t t h e i r
neighbors, and in all life’s goodness
and beauty he saw the revelat ion of
G o d a t t h e h e a r t o f t h i n g s . J e s u s
looked on struggling human goodness
and sa id : “B lessed a re the pu re i n
hear t , for they shal l see God.”

Chr ist iani ty is away of seeing l i fe.
B e i n g a C h r i s t i a n i s n o t m a i n l y b e ¬
l i e v i n g i n J e s u s a n d i n h i s w a y o f
l i fe . I t is shar ing h is way of see ing
l i f e .

vea led i n human cha rac te r. The nob les t
s p i r i t s w e h a v e e v e r k n o w n w e r e
under the spell of his influence. Is it
s o s t r a n g e t h a t w e s h o u l d b e l i e v e i n
him? Why should we not do sp?

M e n w h o t h e m s e l v e s n e v e r h a v e a
gleam of scientific insight believe that
Thomas A. Edison was agreat scien¬
tist. People who themselves never had
agl impse of music ’s meaning bel ieve
that Toscan in i i s agreat mus ic ian .

H o w s u p e r fi c i a l b e l i e f c a n b e ! B u t
one thing would not be superficial: If
we should see life as Jesus saw it, if
we cou ld pe rce i ve i n i t wha t he behe ld
there, if we could look at money and
people and friendship and trouble and
death as he looked at them, so that
our Christianity were not merely be¬
l i e f b u t v i s i o n — t h a t w o u l d n o t b e
s u p e r fi c i a l .

That would start going again an old
way o f con fess ing fa i th wh ich once
was the l i f e o f Ch r i s t i an i t y bu t t oo
seldom is heard in our day: “One thing
Iknow, that, whereas Iwas bl ind, now
I s e e . ”

C o n s i d e r, i n t h e t h i r d p l a c e , t h i s
further fact: This gift of seeing aright
was the aim of Jesus in his teaching.

Jesus went about trying to get peo¬
ple to see th ings d i f ferent ly. In that
regard he was an ar t is t , fo r that is
w h a t a n a r t i s t d o e s . A n a r t i s t d o e s
not argue, he piles up no accumulating
m a s s o f e v i d e n c e t o t h e s m a s h i n g
climax of aQ. E. D. which will compel
o u r i n t e l l e c t u a l c o n s e n t . A n a r t i s t ’ s
method is different, he paints apic¬
t u r e , o r c o m p o s e s a s y m p h o n y a n d
s e e m s t o s a y , “ D o y o u s e e ? ”

J e s u s w a s a n a r t i s t , t o o . H e t o l d
the story of the prodigal son coming
back f r om a fa r coun t r y, and o f t he
d i f f e r e n c e i n a t t i t u d e b e t w e e n t h e
father and the churl ish elder brother,
and he seems to ask, “Do you see?”

H e t o l d t h e s t o r y o f fi v e w i s e
maidens who went to awedding feast
while there was still time, and of the
foo l ish ones who procras t ina ted and
delayed unt i l they discovered that in
this world there is such athing as
being too late, and he seems to ask,
“Do you see?”

Jesus summed up in as ing le sen¬
t e n c e a w i d e a r e a o f m a n ’ s p r o - '
f oundes t expe r i ences : “A man ’s l i f e
c o n s i s t e t h n o t i n t h e a b u n d a n c e o f t h e
things which he possesseth,” —as if to
ask, “Do you see?”

He pain ted aword p ic ture of aman
w i t h a b e a m i n h i s o w n e y e t r y i n g
to get the mote out of h is brother ’s
eye; he to ld the s tory o f agood
S a m a r i t a n w h o h e l p e d a s t r a n g e r i n
his need, —as if to ask, “Do you see?”

T h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e t e a c h ¬
i n g s o f t h e P h a r i s e e s a n d J e s u s w a s
n o t a m a t t e r o f b e l i e v i n g , b u t a m a t t e r
o f seeing. I f Jesus had only argued
w i t h t h e m , t h e y c o u l d h a v e a n s w e r e d
him. They had wits for arguing, they
knew the tr icks of the debater. They
could have repl ied to h im, argument
for argument, theory for theory.

B u t w h a t c o u l d t h e y d o w i t h o n e
who to ld s to r i es , pa in ted word p i c¬
tures, and used metaphors, entered the

Looking Upon Life With
New Eyes

(Con t i nued f r om Page 2 )

b y w h a t w e s e e i n l i f e !
There never can come amore sig¬

n i fi c a n t h o u r i n o n e ’ s l i f e t h a n w h e n
he can say: “I was bl ind, but now I
s e e ! ”

In the second place, let us consider
how this truth applies in our religious
l i fe. Much of our rel igion is conven¬
tional, lifeless, dry-as-dust, because our
inner l i fe is c lu t tered wi th so many
th ings We be l ieve tha t our sp i r i tua l
v i s i o n b e c o m e s c l o u d e d .

We believe in many Christian opin¬
ions. For example. We inherited them,
we picked them up second-hand. They
a r e s t a r r e d i n t h e t o u r i s t g u i d e o f o u r
Western t radi t ion, or we superficia l ly
argue ourselves in to the acceptance
o f t h e m .

We believe in many Christian opin¬
i o n s b u t w e d o n o t s e e l i f e a s J e s u s
s a w i t . H o w d e e p t h a t d i f f e r e n c e i s :
A h d w h a t a m a n v i v i d l y s e e s i n l i f e i s
i n fi n i t e l y m o r e i n fl u e n t i a l t h a n w h a t
he theoretically believes—for after all,
y o u c a n ’ t g i v e a m a n m o r e t h a n h e
c a n s e e i n l i f e .

'There is acommon saying that “see¬
ing i s be l i ev i ng . ” To be su re i t i s ,
b u t t h e r e v e r s e i s n o t t m e — b e l i e v i n g
is not seeing. There may be amill ion
s p i r i t u a l m i l e s b e t w e e n .

S o m e o f u s b e l i e v e d f o r y e a r s t h a t
t h e Y o s e m i t e V a l l e y , o r t h e G r a n d
Canyon of the Colorado, or Carlsbad
C a v e r n w a s b e a u t i f u l . A n d t h e n , o n e
day we saw for ourselves.

S o m e o f u s b e l i e v e d f o r y e a r s t h a t
true love might be what Mrs. Brown¬
ing in her sonnets sang concerning it
—and then one day we saw for our¬
s e l v e s .

Some of us believed for years that
there was solid experience behind the
Psalmist ’s words: “Yea, though Iwalk
through the val ley of the shadow of
d e a t h , I w i l l f e a r n o e v i l , f o r t h o u a r t
w i th me . ” And then one day i n the
mids t o f ag rea t so r row, we saw fo r
o u r s e l v e s t h e t r u t h o f t h o s e w o r d s .

Be l iev ing i s no t see ing ! Be l iev ing
may be aconventional substitute for
seeing. Bel ieving may be amere ac¬
ceptance of what somebody else re¬
ports that he has seen.

Always and everywhere our conven¬
tional ^y-as-dust religion goes back to
this capacity to believe so many things
t h a t w e d o n o t r e a l l y s e e . T h e c o n ¬
sequence is lamentable.

W e C h r i s t i a n s s a y t h a t w e b e l i e v e
i n J e s u s C h r i s t . H o w l i t t l e t h a t m a y
matter to personal character and social
conduct the sad story of Christendom’s
immora l i ty makes p la in .

T h e n l o o k a t t h e l i s t l e s s n e s s a n d
s e l fi s h n e s s o f m u c h o f o u r o w n l i v i n g
w h o c l a i m t o b e l i e v e i n t h e M a s t e r ’ s
way of life. Doubtless we do believe
i n h i m a n d h i s w a y o f l i f e . W h y
s h o u l d w e n o t s o b e l i e v e ? F r o m o u r
youth up we have heard about him.
From our ear l iest days he has been
pictured to us as the Divine Life re-

Since thAt is what Chr is t ian i ty is ,
then true conversion is typified in this
s t o r y o f t h e b l i n d m a n i n t h e N e w
Te s t a m e n t . H e h a d h i s e y e s o p e n e d
a n d h e w e n t o u t i n t o l i f e u n s u r e ,
i t i s t r u e , a b o u t m a n y t h i n g s , b u t s a y ¬
ing to his tormentors: “You may think
th is or that , and have your opin ions
thus and so. Iam aplain man dealing
w i th p l a i n ma t te i ' s , bu t one t h i ng I
know: tha t whereas Iwas b l ind , now
I s e e . ”

We a re l i v i ng i n awo r l d whe re i n
pol i t ics and business and fami ly re¬
lationships and public l i fe and private
character, men are doing wrong. But
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always back of that is the deeper fact:
They are seeing wrong.

Like an engineer who runs past his
s igna ls and invo lves hundreds in a
d i s a s t r o u s w r e c k , m e n a r e d o i n g
wrong. But test that engineer ’s eyes
a n d a n o t h e r s e c r e t m a y c o m e o u t : H e
is seeing wrong. AH social process
o u t s i d e a w a i t s t h e c o r r e c t i o n o f v i s i o n
i n s i d e .

T l ia t might happen to some of us_
h e r e w i t h m o m e n t o u s c o n s e q u e n c e s t o
o u r s e l v e s , o u r f a m i l i e s , o u r w o r l d .
Jesus stands before us today, as he
stood before the b l ind man, say ing:
W h a t d o y o u w a n t m e t o d o f o r

May we answer, in the spir i t

gan iza t ion ” , Mr. Har ry Jensen ,
bus iness manager at GVC and
D i r e c t o r o f t h e F a i t h a n d L i f e
A d v a n c e P r o g r a m .
D i s c u s s i o n o f F a i t h a n d L i f e A d ¬
v a n c e .

C o f f e e B r e a k .

I n t e g r a t i n g t h e W o r k o f t h e
C o n g r e g a t i o n T h r o u g h t h e
Church Coimcil”, Dean Axel Kil-
d e g a a r d o f G r a n d V i e w S e m ¬
i n a r y .
D i s c u s s i o n .

6 : 0 0 S u p p e r.
Fr iday evening:

8 : 0 0 “ B o u n d a r y L i n e s ’ ’ — a fi l m o n
H u m a n R e l a t i o n s .

A g r i c u l t u r e , B e h i n d t h e I r o n
C u r t a i n ” — a s o u n d , c o l o r fi l m
o n R u s s i a n f a r m i n g t a k e n b y
D e a n L a m b e r t o f t h e U . o f N e ¬
braska i n 1955 .

9 : 3 0 C o f f e e .
9 :45 Even ing Devot ions , Pas tor S .

M o g e n s e n .
Saturday morning:

9 :00 Morn ing Devo t ions , Pas to r C .
R o s s m a n .

9:30 "Faith and Life Advance —Ap¬
peal” , Mr. Harry Jensen.

1 0 : 3 0 “ T h e F a i t h t h a t i s O u r s ” , D e a n
Axel KUdegaard.
Discussion period.

1 2 : 0 0 D i n n e r .

Saturday af ternoon:
2 : 0 0 “ V i c t o r i e s o v e r D i s e a s e ” , D r .

C a r l G e o r g i , c h a i r m E u i o f t h e
D e p a r t m e n t o f B a c t e r i o l o g y a t
the University of Nebraska.

3 : 3 0 C o f f e e .
4:00 Special Interest Period —atime

f o r : v i s i t i n g w i t h s p e a k e r s ,
browsing in books and per iodi¬
cals, craft exhibi ts and demon¬
strations, other exhibits and in¬
t e r e s t s .

6:00 Supper.
Saturday evening:

8:00 “Festival of Fun”, entertainment,
games, etc., directed by Mrs. C.
R o s s m a n .

9 : 3 0 C o f f e e .
9 :45 Even ing Devo t ions , Pas to r. T.

H a n s e n .

a

O U R C H U R C H
i t

Des Moines, Iowa. Between 200 and
300 copies of the Rodliohn anthology
“ H a r v e s t o f S o n g ” a r e s t i l l u n s o l d ,
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e P u b l i c a t i o n s C o m m i t ¬
tee . The . , ,book cos ts on ly $2 ( f rom
Grand View Co l lege Books tore , Des
M o i n e s , I o w a ) a n d a l l t h e t w o d o l l a r s
g o e s i n t o t h e R o d h o l m s c h o l a r s h i p
fund . I f t l i ese rema in ing books can
be sold, the fund will be increased by
s e v e r a l h u n d r e d d o l l a r s . M o r e i m ¬
p o r t a n t , t w o o r t h r e e h u n d r e d m o r e
f a m i l i e s w i U h a v e a g o o d , r e a d a b l e
book to enjoy many t imes over.

Cozad, Nebraska. Word has come of
the passing of Mrs. Soren Knudsen,
the mother of two pastors of our Sy¬
nod , A rno ld and Bery l Knudsen , (o f
Nysted, Nebraska, and Sidney, Midi i -
gan, respect ively) . Memoria l serv ices
were held in St. John’s church, Cozad,
on February 13.

Detroit, Michigan. Pastor Ottar Jor¬
g e n s e n , o f M i n n e a p o l i s , w a s g u e s t
pastor, Sunday, January 29th, conduct¬
ing services in St. Peter’s church here.
Pastor and Mrs. Jorgensen also visited
the i r son . Dr. Er l ing Jorgensen and
his fami ly at Michigan State Univer¬
s i t y, Eas t Lans ing , M ich igan . Pas to r
P a u l W i k m a n , C h i c a g o , w a s g u e s t
speaker Tuesday, Februaiy 21, at the
Men’s Club which sponsored a“Dan¬
ish Evening. ” The congregat ion here
i s a l s o s p o n s o r i n g a r e f u g e e f a m i l y.

R i n g s t e d , I o w a . T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n
h e r e h a s f o r m e d a n e w “ B o a r d o f
P a r i s h E d u c a t i o n . ” L e n t e n s e r v i c e s
a r e h e l d w e e k l y , a n d f o r t h e fi n a l
L e n t e n s e r v i c e o n M a r c h 2 8 t h e c h u r c h
choir is preparing an Easter Cantata.

Brooklyn, New York. Sketchy in¬
f o r m a t i o n h a s c o m e a b o u t a fi r e i n t h e
p a r s o n a g e o w n e d b y O u r S a v i o u r ’ s
C h u r c h h e r e . A s h o w i n g o f t h e fi l m

Mar t i n Lu the r ” was he ld ea r l y t h i s
m o n t h , p r o c e e d s t o g o t o r e s t o r i n g
the damaged residence. No one was
h u r t i n t h e d a y - t i m e fi r e , b u t s o m e
reconstruction was necessary, as well
a s a n e w f u r n a c e .

Dannebrog, Nebraska. Lent services
h e r e t a k e t h e f o r m o f C h u r c h H i s t o r y
study in the parsonage each Wednes¬
day, w i t h Pas to r A rno ld Knudsen i n
c h a r g e .

Waterloo, Iowa. The congregation is
s p o n s o r i n g a “ S e n i o r C l u b ” — a g r o u p
g a t h e r e d e s p e c i a l l y f o r f e l l o w s h i p
among older members of the church.
T h e g r o u p w i l l m e e t S u n d a y a f t e r ¬
noons, fol lowed by asandwich supper.
This congregat ion is a lso sponsor ing
a r e f u g e e f a m i l y o f f o u r , d u e t o
a r r i v e a t a n y t i m e . T h e f a m i l y h a d
p rev ious l y been sponso red by aDes
Moines business man who died sud¬
denly; most of the preparations had
already been made for the family’s
a r r i v a l .
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of the blind man; “That Imay receive
by spir i tual sight, and look out upon
l i f e w i t h n e w e y e s .

f t
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Program for Nebraska
Fellowship Week-end

Nysted, Nebraska
March 9, 10, 11

F r i d a y a f t e r n o o n :
2:00 Welcome and Opening Devotion,

P a s t o r A r n o l d K n u d s e n .
2:30 Two separate meetings as fol¬

l o w s :

W o m e n ’ s M e e t i n g , M r s . A a g e
Paulsen, chairman.
Home Mission Work in Our Sy¬

nod”, Pastor Wil lard R. Garred,
D e n m a r k , K a n s a s , s e c r e t a r y o f
t h e A E L C .
R e p o r t o n W o m e n ’ s I n s t i t u t e ,
h e l d a t D e s M o i n e s i n N o v e m ¬
b e r 1 9 5 5 .
C o f f e e B r e a k .
Pane l Repo r t on t he s i x po in t
WMS program. General d iscus¬
s i o n o f . V V M S .
C o u n c i h n e n ’ s M e e t i n g , P a s t o r
C a l v i n R o s s m a n , c h a i r m a n .

F a i t h a n d L i f e A d v a n c e — O r -
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Sunday:
11:00 Morning Worship, Sermon, Dean

Axel KUdegaard, Li turgy, Pastor
A r n o l d K n u d s e n .

1 2 : 0 0 D i n n e r .
2:00 “Decentral ized Religion and the

C e n t e r ” , P a s t o r M a r i u s K r o g ,
C e n t r a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h ,
O m a h a .

3 : 3 0 C o f f e e a n d f a r e w e l l .
H O W T O G E T T O N Y S T E D —

from: Cairo, Nebraska—7 miles noTth
on No. 60, then 1mile north when 60
turns east. St. Paul, Nebraska, 5miles
w e s t o n N o . 9 2 , s o u t h o n N o . 6 0 f o r 6
mi les, then 3mi les west , . Damiebrog,
Nebraska, 3mi les west , 1mUe nor th .

I F Y O U C O M E B Y B U S O B T R A I N
G r a n d I s l a n d i s c l o s e s t c o n n e c t i o n —
phone Dannebrog CA 6-2239 and ar¬
rangements wi l l be made for get t ing
you to Nysted.

W H AT T O B R I N G . B e d d i n g ( u n ¬
less you come by bus or train), soap,
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